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Mardi Gras         2 Truths
          and a Lie Game
How to play:

Display the three statements large enough 
for your audience to read.  Read aloud the 

statements.  Tell your audience two of these 
statements are true and one is a lie.  Ask 
your audience to point out the lie.  After 

your audience makes their prediction, you 
can reveal the lie (it's often the one you 

least expect!) Answers are on the last page
 

Pro Tip: Prep your statements on sentence 
strips before your activity for fast and easy 

display.  You can find sentence strips at 
Dollar Tree or on Amazon.  You can also use 

simple poster board or bulletin board 
paper.
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1.) Find the lie: 

A.  Mardi Gras translates directly to "Fat 
Tuesday"

B. "Let the good times roll" is the official 
anthem of Mardi Gras

C. The official colors of Mardi Gras are 
purple, green and gold.

2.) Find the lie:   
 

A.  Purple symbolizes Royalty
B.  Green symbolizes Faith
C.  Gold symbolizes Power

Concerning the official 
colors of Mardi Gras, 

Copyright
www.lovelaughandbingo.com



3.) Find the lie: 

A.  25 million pounds of plastic beads are 
tossed in New Orleans each year

B.  It is illegal to wear a mask while on a 
parade float

C.  About 1.4 million people visit New 
Orleans for Mardi Gras each year

4.) Find the lie:   
 

A.  King Cake is the official and most 
popular Mardi Gras dessert

B.  The King cake is circular and/or braided 
to represent a crown

C.  The "King" in King Cake is meant to 
represent the King and Queen of the 

Mardi Gras celebration.
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5.) Find the lie: 

A.  Every year, 250,000 King cakes are 
sold during the Mardi Gras season.

B.  Most King cakes are flavored with 
vanilla and cinnamon

C.  After clearing clogged storm drains 
following a flood, New Orleans uncovered 
some 45 million tons of Mardi Gras beads.

6.) Find the lie:   
 A.  Elvis Presley served as King for The 

Krewe of Bacchus in the 1970s.
B.  The earliest celebration was in 1294 in 

Nice, France
C.  Mardi Gras parades have only been 
canceled 13 times since their inception
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7.) Find the lie: 

A. The oldest stateside Mardi Gras 
celebration took place in Mobile, 

Alabama, in 1703.
B.  "Carnival" comes from the Latin phrase 

"carne vale," which means "Tasty Treat
C.  The Monday before Mardi Gras is 

called Lundi Gras.

8.) Find the lie:   
 A.  Coins and Mardi Gras beads are 

sometimes dubbed "doubloons."
B.  Bead throwing has always been part of 

the Mardi Gras celebration
C.  Yikes! Mardi Gras beads used to be 

made of glass!
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9.) Find the lie: 
A.  Mardi Gras was declared a holiday by 

Pope Gregory XIII in 1582.
B.  In England, Fat Tuesday is called 

"Shrove Tuesday."
C.  King Cake is the most popular food on 

"Shrove Tuesday"

10.) Find the lie:   
 A.  The mayor of New Orleans gives the 

King of Carnival a key to the city
B.  Masks have always been an important 

part of the festivities of Mardi Gras in 
Lousiana

C.  Police officers ride through the French 
Quarter on horseback every year to 
announce the end of the Mardi Gras 

celebrations.
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Answers:
1.)  B - "If Ever I Cease to Love" is the official 

anthem of Mardi Gras.  It has been the official 
anthem since 1872 when it was chosen by the 

famous Krewe of Rex after a rumored love 
story between the Russian Grand Duke Alexis 

Romanoff and an British songstressr Lydia 
Thompson.   

 
2.) A. Purple actually represents Justice in the 

Mardi Gras tradition. 
 

3.) B. -  By law, everyone on a New Orleans 
parade float MUST wear a mask.  In 2018, The 
Corps de Napoleon Float was fine $100 for 23 

unmasked riders on the float.
 

4.) C. - The "King" in King Cake gets its name 
from the three kings who visited baby Jesus 

after the nativity. 
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Answers:
5.)  A. -  Over 500,000 King cakes are sold 

every year!
 

6.)  A. - Though Elvis Presley never served as 
king at a Mardi Gras parade, these other 
celebrities have:  Bob Hope, Larry King, 

Michael Keaton, Jim Belushi, Henry Winkler 
and William Shatner to name a few.

 
7.)  B. The word "Carnival" does in fact come 

from the Latin phrase "carne vale," but it 
actually means "Farewell Meat", as it was 

often a sacrifice in Lent
 

8.)  B.  -  Bead throwing didn't become a 
popularized Mardi Gras tradition until the 

1880s. 
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Answers:
9.)  C.  - Pancakes are the most popular food 

on "Shrove Tuesday" 
 

10.)  B.  - There was a short period of time in 
history where masks were actually banned in 

Louisiana.  After the United States gained 
control of the Louisiana area in 1803, the 
government banned public disguises and 
masked celebrations in an effort to crack 

down on the hedonism associated with Mardi 
Gras.


